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Champion 
Sponsor Invests in  
FNM Project
Editor’s note: As part of its contract agreement 
with FNM, NDNR will on occasion include 
interviews of the FNM Project’s top sponsors in 
the news section. NDNR did not solicit, write 
or participate in the creation of this interview.

When Seroyal’s vice president and general 
manager, Yves Yau, first listened to FNM 

senior team members talk about their 
vision and goals, he was intrigued: “The 
thought of writing a textbook involv-
ing the naturopathic community and its 
wide range of modalities and philosophi-
cal points of view … everyone coming 
together … That is what drew me to the 
Foundations Project.”

Two years later, Seroyal is now FNM’s 
Champion Sponsor, unrestrictedly provid-
ing the majority of FNM’s financial backing 
over the next five years. Watching FNM’s 
resolve, its successful editors retreat, and 
its ongoing invitation and coordination of 
writers (246) and editors (7 senior, 22 as-
sociate), colleges (9), agencies (9), organiza-
tions (18+) and donors (38) in six countries 

to collaboratively write and publish the 
textbook, Foundations of Naturopathic 
Medicine, galvanized its decision to get 
involved. FNM’s goals reflecting its own, 
Seroyal is excitedly in for a journey it sees 
as instrumental in heralding a watershed 
moment in the profession’s maturation and 
mainstream credibility.

“We want to make a difference in 
people’s lives,” says Seroyal CEO Carmen 
Fortino. “We think we can do this better 
in partnership with FNM, and through 
collaboration with the profession and the 
naturopathic colleges.” 

Based in Ontario, Canada, Seroyal was 
founded 24 years ago by Rosetta Raso, 
who saw a void in the industry’s profes-

sional market when it came to consistently 
stable and viable natural supplements and 
medicines. “I developed a great sense of ap-
preciation and respect for her vision, focus 
and unrelenting dedication to her cause,” 
offered Fortino, as a 30-year friend. She built 
the company’s reputation around product 
integrity, service and continuing education 
programs stressing individualized treatment 
and traditional naturopathic concepts. Fuel-
ing FNM and its projects is an obvious out-
growth of Seroyal’s quest for ever-effective 
means for assisting physicians who work to 
attain optimal health with their patients. 

As FNM continues its march toward the 
textbook’s completion, and publication by 
Elsevier in 2010, Seroyal is making it possible 
to initiate two other important elements 
of the project that will in turn foster future 
scholarship. The second element will follow 
the book’s publication: FNM will organize 
and host an international symposium on 
clinical integration of philosophy and theory, 
giving the profession and colleges the oppor-
tunity to respond to the textbook’s content. 
There will be a call for abstracts, setting the 
stage for vigorous discussion and facilitated 
debate intended to continue to improve 
and refine the profession’s foundational 
concepts. The venue will encourage diverse 
ideas within a unified context of collegiality. 

The third element – an idea that arose 
from an editors retreat discussion about 
the importance of adding a chapter on the 
emunctory system – will involve researching 
and developing a new model and educa-
tional resource for teaching the historical and 
scientific basis for clinically based detoxifica-
tion. An independent panel of naturopathic 
experts will be assembled through a pro-
fession-wide nomination process. They will 
rigorously research the academic, scientific 
and historical literature, developing an edu-
cational resource as a module. The module 
will undergo faculty peer review at Southern 
Cross University and at NCNM, after which 
the module will be available to the colleges.

“This project will allow naturopathic 
education to dynamically teach our philo-
sophical roots in the context of today’s med-
icine,” says Dr. Rita Bettenburg, NCNM 
dean and FNM project team member. 

When looked at as a multifaceted effort 
to continue to build credibility in the profes-
sion through dialog and scholarship, each 
element marks a turn in an ongoing spiral 
propelling naturopathic medicine’s unique 
contribution to health care into mainstream 
view. Possibly, in time, a self-sustaining 
forum for advancing ongoing, solid scholar-
ship will be established, bringing scientific 
rigor and modern inquiry to traditional 
naturopathic concepts and theories of 
healing. Scholarly inquiry, writing, inde-
pendent academic research and support for 
developing educational resources will help 
modernize its language, strengthening the 
profession’s ability to communicate in the 
mainstream healthcare system.

In all aspects of the project, Seroyal 
will be a silent partner, entrusting FNM to 
uphold its commitment to inclusive rigor-
ous debate, peer review and independent 
research as it engages the community in 
conversation. As Fortino “applauds NCNM 
for taking a lead role in housing the project 
and for providing the critical adminis-
trative backbone,” he inclusively adds, 
“people support what they help create.” In 
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keeping with its intent, Seroyal celebrates 
FNM’s open invitations for profession-
wide participation in each project. 

FNM’s work is about turning the soil 
laid down a century ago by naturopathic 
medicine’s founders. It is about shedding the 
light of today’s scientific inquiry and tools of 
verification on a system of healing concepts 
whose perennial wisdom will flourish with 
renewed vigor as a result. This is a key to 
not only gaining credibility as a preferred 
primary care model, but also to opening up 
unlimited possibilities for deepening and 
expanding the medicine’s philosophic foun-
dations. – Kate Williams, MA

Colorado ND 
Licensing Bill 

Killed Prior to Vote
NDNR reported in its April issue that the 
Colorado Association of Naturopathic Physi-
cians’ bill to regulate NDs in that state was 
“postponed indefinitely” in the House Health 
and Human Services Committee (HHSC).

The full story is so much more than that.
After HB1064 was voted down in the 2007 

legislature, the CANP worked all year long 
with opposing groups to come up with a new 
bill to introduce in the 2008 legislative session 
that better addressed all parties’ concerns.

Once the bill reached the HHSC, a vote on 
it was postponed several times in an effort to 
give the CANP time to work out remaining 
differences with opposing organizations, in-
cluding the Colorado Medical Society (CMS). 

During one of the postponements, the 
CANP group amended the bill with an 
innovative proposal: Under HB1064, a Task 
Force would be created under the direction 
of the Colorado Department Of Regula-
tory Agencies (DORA) to study the field of 
naturopathic medicine and provide annual 
reports to the state legislature regarding 
scope of practice, regulatory models and 
any other concerns raised. The bill also 
would provide an exemption from the 
Colorado Medical Practices Act and create a 
registration process for NDs who have been 
licensed to practice in another state during 
the Task Force review. Colorado would have 
been required to recognize naturopathic 
licenses issued in other states, allowing NDs 
to practice legally under the scope of prac-
tice as established by the state in which they 
hold a license with a few exceptions. The 
bill also would have prohibited anyone who 
does not have a CNME-accredited degree 
from calling themselves an ND and require 
them to disclose their training, including 
whether it is a program recognized by the 
U.S. Department of Education. 

Upon adding this amendment to the bill, 
the CMS moved from a position of “strong 
opposition” to “neutral,” and all other pro-
fessional groups that CANP met with agreed 
that their concerns were heard and met to 

their satisfaction, said Dee Koloski, ND, LAc 
and CANP president. “Some groups even 
became supportive, but if they weren’t sup-
portive they were at least neutral.”

Finally, upon the morning of the final 
meeting regarding HB1064, the group 
learned that one of the committee’s repre-
sentatives had received harassing phone 
calls that made her uncomfortable enough to 
contact Colorado State Patrol. In addition, a 
group of people opposing the bill were pres-
ent at the courthouse, wearing red and carry-
ing signs. Consequently, a state patrolman 
was posted at the committee hearing room.

Swiftly, and shockingly to the CANP 
group, Rep. Marostica made the motion to 
indefinitely postpone HB1064, which was 
seconded by Rep. Swalm and agreed on 
by five others. 

Following the hearing, the CANP group 
exited the building, and the opposition that 
had gathered for the vote followed them 
outside, making comments and suggestions 
that concerned the CANP group enough to 
contact the State Patrol.

“We actually felt physically endan-
gered,” Koloski said.

“The opposition was flat out lying,” she 
said after the hearing. “Our tactics were 
based on the need to negotiate with integ-
rity and good faith. We were trying to come 
across as being reasonable and profes-
sional. All the rules just seemed to fly out 
the window. We had committed ‘yes’ votes, 
and they completely changed their mind.”

The events that transpired has led Kolo-

ski to believe that much more work needs 
to be done by NDs on a national level.

“[The naturopathic community] needs 
to have a serious conversation. Nationally, 
our docs need to understand what we are 
up against. We have got to rethink how we 
do this. [What happened in Colorado] is 
not OK. These are not the same rules.

“The conclusion I have come to is that 
the only way for getting anything done is 
a massive campaign to educate the public 
and get the public outraged.”

Now, the CANP will regroup and 
discuss its options. The group tried to pass 
legislature two years in a row, “which was 
a stretch [financially],” Koloski said. “We 
spent every penny we had. Now we have to 
start all over again.

“I will not recommend the CANP move 
forward until we are better prepared. How-
ever, events beyond our control may force us 
to continue our presence on the Hill even if 
we do not actively pursue legislation in 2009.” 

However frustrating the results of the 
CANP’s efforts were, the group has taken a 
more positive outlook: “This tells me we did 
something right, that these tactics were em-
ployed,” Koloski said. “After the task force 
idea came out, that’s what racheted it up.”

Koloski and the CANP believe that the 
task force idea is still a viable one for Colo-
rado, and could be a good starting point for 
other states seeking ND licensure to use.

To talk with CANP about the events 
regarding HB1064, call 970-667-7071 or e-
mail Koloski at SageHolistic@frii.com.
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